[Synovial angiogenesis].
Synovial angiogenesis, the formation of new capillaries from pre-existent capillaries, is a constant feature of synovial inflammation. Strictly regulated, it normally disappears after recovery from the acute episode. However it may persist during chronic synovial inflammation and then participates in pannus development in RA. This is the result of biochemical events which have contributed to breakdown of the extracellular matrix and cartilage in association with activation or secretion into this micro-environment of angiogenic factors. Relations with immunocompetent cells (lymphocytes and monocytes) suggest that this final common pathway may be partially dependent upon stimulation by the antigen. The development of treatment aimed at inhibiting angiogenesis could offer additional therapeutic hope in rheumatoid arthritis.